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In the present world system, we cannot talk about one of these topics without even mentioning the other. These aspects are so intricately woven that to gain a more comprehensive understanding on each respective theme, we must also take into account their inter-relationships.
This is especially true in the Asia Pacific region.
The region play host to countries with various level of development. Many countries in the region belong to the developing or least developed countries while only a handful can claim to be one of the main players in world economics and politics.

The disparity of the economies in Asia Pacific countries also result to a situation where there are countries who are mainly hosts of women migrant workers while even a greater number are mainly exporters of women for overseas work.

China, India and Philippines – the top three sending countries of migrant workers all over the world – are all found in the region. Meanwhile, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, India and Australia are in the top 10 countries of destination of foreign workers.

As with most of the concerns of women, the issues of women migrant are also largely unaddressed. Be they issues in countries of origin or in countries of destination, major concerns of women migrants in the economic, political and socio-cultural spheres have remained unresolved.

Unfortunately, these are even worsened by neo-liberal globalization.

More than a decade since the movement to confront globalization started and eventually progressed, women’s organizations and migrant workers have also been at the forefront of this fight. 
The situation of women migrant workers: An Overview

In 2005, the International Organiztaion for Migration estimated that there are about 191 million migrants worldwide. This was about 3% of the total world population.

Of this number, about 49.6% are women.

Women migrant workers are found in various sectors in the society. In Asia-Pacific, they are usually in factories or in the service sector including household work, restaurants, hotels, and the entertainment industry.
Wage is one the most common concern of migrant workers. Majority of migrants are in low- or semi-skilled jobs and thus receive one of the lowest wage among the working people. Worse, their salaries are even subjected to dubious deductions by the company or, as with the case of foreign domestic workers in Hong Kong who are mostly women, by the own devices of the government.
Women migrants and also immigrants experience discrimination in every sphere of the society. The New Conditions of Stay (NCS) or Two-Week Rule in Hong Kong, for example, impacts on the very basic of the FDWs situation. It is a discrminatory rule that puts women migrants at an extremely disadvantaged position that makes them easy preys to abusive employers and unscrupolous recruiters and finance agencies.
Trafficking is also a serious concern of women. It is a multi-billion dollar industry that victimizes women especially trafficking for sex. International sex trade, according to some estimates, is worth about US$17 billion shared by operators of sex syndicates, pimps, club owners and corrupt government officiakls.

Women, mostly from rural areas, are enticed by traffickers to go abroad, make them pay ludicrous amount of money and then force them to prostitution. They are then made to suffer inhuman abuses from their clients or their pimps.
Meanwhile for foreign brides (sometimes called immigrant brides or women in transnational marriages), the recent conference on cross-border marriages organized by the Asia Pacific Mission for Migrants (APMM) and local organizations and advocates for the rights of foreign brides and migrant workers in Taiwan revealed the harsh condition facing them.
Border controls are now becoming more restrictive to immigrant women. Recently, only the successful campaign of foreign brides’ groups and their advocates in Taiwan and in the region forced the Taiwanese government to scrap the high financial requirements imposed to husbands in order for their immigrant wives to get residency there.
Essentially similar restrictions are also being implemented in Japan that has even caused separation of children from their non-Japanese mothers.
Aside from the issue of residency, the rights of an immigrant wife are also severely limited with the absence of concrete programs that’ll make them more effective members of the community. Many of them are also put in a vulnerable situation that has resulted to different forms of violence committed against them.
Migration and Globalization

It is a foregone conclusion when we come to the grassroots that globalization has failed to deliver its promises of development for the majority of the people. In fact, the world is in such an unprecedented crisis that even the main superpower – the United States – has resorted to wars of aggression and occupation of sovereign nations just so it can salvage its own dwindling economy.
Globalization has not uplifted the condition in underdeveloped and developing countries. Unemployment, underemployment, landlessness and deprivation of basic services are more prevalent that ever. Their natural resources are plundered and their economies are held hostage by their powerful countries. The great majority either sink deeper into the quagmire of poverty due to accumulated problems and the current impact of the economic crisis.

The policies of neoliberal globalization have failed to deliver its promises of progress. Privatization or the rapid sellout of government-owned corporations as well as public services and utilities has made many such services inaccessible to the majority of the people. Education, health, water and electricity are fast-becoming luxuries for only those who can afford.

Liberalization, meanwhile, has opened up the economies of many underdeveloped and developing countries for the the free entry of capital and goods from the imperialists. It effectively killed local businesses who cannot compete with monopolies and has made the country highly-dependent to imported goods and machines.
With the deregulation policy, governments have been removing regulatory laws to prevent abuses of businesses. This one is very evident within the oil industry wherein the oil giants continue to rake in profit while governments just stand by.
Because of these, poor countries have not bee able to uplift their condition. Thus, more and more of them are now clinging to labor export to survive.

In a study of the International Labour Organizations in 2000, more women in developing countries have become migrant workers such as in Sri Lanka – 69%, Indonesia – 65% and Thailand – 55%. The Philippines on the other hand, deployed 69% women migrants in 2002 and even reached 72% in 2001. Indonesian female migrants alone in 2002 were estimated by NGO’s to be between 1.4 million and 2.1 million.

To be more concrete with the designs of globalization on labor migration, it is important to look into the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS) as well as the more recent Global Forum on Migration and Development (GFMD). The former was a crucial agenda in the Sixth Ministerial meeting of the World Trade Organization (WTO) in Hong Kong in 2005 while the latter was a new instrument developed to supposedly manage international migration.
GATS has been a contentious issue among countries especially with the introduction of the Mode 4 that deals with Movement of Natural Persons. While rich countries only want highly-skilled migrants, many of the labor exporters are pushing for the coverage of semi- and low-skilled ones.
While governments clash head on on the issue of “management” they do not bother to discuss about pressing issues of migrant workers both in their countries of origin and their countries of destination. The issues I outline above are not being effectively addressed. Only palliatives are being implemented and even these are not gained without the migrants and advocates going through the eye of the needle.
Failing to come up with an agreement on GATS and its modalities, governments are now turning their eyes to the Global Forum on Migration and Development (GFMD). Considered as a non-binding forum, the GFMD can still give us important glimpses on where the governments want to direct migration.
Migration as a “tool for development” signifies greater commodification of migrants and management of migration to augment state revenues and help cover deficits in foreign payments.
The GFMD is in a state of denial when it claims that the forum should ensure that development is not instrumentalized for migration management purposes, and avoid that migration is seen as an alternative to development because this is supposed to be the ultimate purpose. Nothing can be more perverse than to assert that development is the purpose and outcome of migration.

It is not surprising that there is now a heightened concern on migration. Remittances of migrant workers around the world are on the rise. The estimated US$226 trillion worth of remittances, mainly to underdeveloped and developing countries, are far more than the combined “development assistance” grudgingly spooned out by highly developed countries. 

Even the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank have started to claim and account migration as part of its policy recommendations.
However, for as long as the GFMD does not take into account neoliberal globalization in its discussions, any recommendatios it may come up with either will not change the basic situation of migrant workers or will just serve the interests of powerful countries to have a steady supply of cheap labor and of underdeveloped and developing countries to salvage but not never fully recover their dwindling economies.

Impacts of globalization to women migrants

1. Intensify forced migration and commodification of migrants
With its failure to usher in genuine development, globalization worsens the forced migration of people and further degrades them as mere commodities for trade and income generation.

Unemployment, underemployment, landlessness and deprivation of basic services are prevalent and chronic problems of labor-sending countries. Poverty is rampant. Thus despite the denial of the Philippine government, for example, that they have a Labor Export Program, their actual policies reflect differently. In fact, the sophistication of the Philippine’s LEP is now being copied by other countries like Indonesia. It is not surprising then that the Philippine government is very much excited to host the Second GFMD in order to showcase its well-oiled labor export machine.
2. Constriction of available jobs abroad and stereotyping of work
While the basic condition in labor exporting countries force millions to work abroad, the actual work in destination countries are constricting.
Developed countries are also experiencing problems due to the implementation of globalization policies. Even the USA is projected to enter into an unprecedented crisis. Projections by the Congressional Budget Office in Washington suggest that in the fiscal year starting in October, 28 million people in the US will be using government food stamps to buy essential groceries, the highest level since the food assistance programme was introduced in the 1960s.
Competition among migrants from underdeveloped countries for available jobs is intensfying. These jobs are commonly what is termed as the 3-Ds (dirty, dangerous and difficult).

These are also the type of work that woman migrant workers usually find themselves into including domestic work. However, many domestic workers are not even protected by existing labor laws in host countries. Despite their contribution to the economy – they compose a significant part of the consumer public as well as give the opportunity for local women to work – they are treated as less than the rest of the workers. In fact, they are not even considered as workers if their general situation is to be judged.
Immigrants in capitalist countries are also one of the first to carry the brunt of economic deterioration. They are commonly displaced from their jobs while policies for social services are made restrictive and inaccessible to majority of them. Racism, discrimination and xenophobia have also become widespread.

3. Worse violation of rights

The absence of a significant protection mechanism by governments of both sending and destination countries has led to serious violations of the rights of migrant workers. Worse, major violations of migrants’ rights are actually perpetrated by the governments themselves.

Violations of the rights of migrant have even become more rampant when the war on terror started. Primarily victimized by the campaign were the undocumented migrants who were treated even worse than criminals. Crackdowns on undocumented workers happened one after another while governments of sending countries just stood by and let their nationals be arrested, detained and deported unceremoniously.
4. Increased oppression of women

On top of the worsening condition as migrant workers, women also have to contend with gender-based oppression as globalization further degrades the status of women.
Violence against women – in all its forms – is rife. Especially in war-torn areas, women are subjected to physical and sexual abuses. A few weeks ago, the news that a 14-year old Japanese girl and Filipina was raped on separate occasion by US servicemen in Okinawa where the US Military Bases are located. In South Korea, the present of US bases there also made for booming sex industry where many migrant women are also found.
Discrimination also intensifies with globalization. With the constriction of opportunities due to societal crises, women are further relegated to the sidelines. 
One of the earliest casualty of globalization was health. Health as a social service has become commodified that migrant workers who receive low wages can not access them anymore. The decline on the general health care has also impacted health care for the particular needs of women. In Hong Kong in 1999, the government even tried to take away maternity protection of women migrants.
The way forward

As part of the grassroots’ movement, we must continue to expose and oppose neoliberal globalization and its policies. WE are the living proofs of neoliberal globalizations’ severe impact to people’s lives. We must confront neoliberal globalization whenever and wherever it attempts to even worsen our situation.
To do so, it is very important to educate women migrants on the impacts of globalization to people in general and to women migrants in particular. A massive education movement must be conducted to counter the propaganda of imperialists on globalization to deceive the people.
Movement-building is very much crucial in the resistance to globalization. Thus we must build and strengthen women’s organizations to harness the collective strength of our sector.
Our organizations must then connect with other women’s groups and migrant’s organizations around the world and strengthen the solidarity of the oppressed peoples.

It is to this end that the International Migrants Alliance was also established. The IMA now stands as the biggest and broadest international formation of grassroots migrants and advocates united  for the rights and wellbeing of migrants against imperialist globalization’s designs.
The challenges for women migrant workers are great and daunting. As women, as migrants and as part of the oppressed, we shall continue to face these challenges for is it but right to struggle for justice, human rights, freedom, equality, democracy, and genuine social progress. ###
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